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SUBJECT: HORMAN ET AL V. KISSINGER, ET AL, CIVIL ACTION 
77-1748, D. C. DISTRICT COURT 

FOR FREDERICK PURDY 

1 . PLAINTIFFS IN SUBJECT CASE HAVE MADE MOTION FOR 
PERMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION OF MICHAEL VERNON TOWNLEY 
SETTING FORTH FOLLOWING: 

RULE 30A OF THE FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE REQUIRES 
THAT WHEN A PARTY TO A CIVIL ACTION WISHES TO TAKE THE 
DEPOSITION OP A PERSON WHO IS INCARCERATED, A MOTION MUST 
BE MADE TO THE COURT REQUESTING PERMISSION. 

PLAINTIPFS WISH TO TAKE THE DEPOSITION OF MICHAEL VERNON 
OWNLEY, WHO IS PRESENTLY INCARCERATED BY THE UNITED 
STATESGOVERNMENT AT A LOCATION UNKNOWN TO THE PLAINTIFFS. 
PLAINTIFFS SEEK TO DEPOSE MR. TOWNLEY FOR THE FOLLOWING 
REASONS. 
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MR. TOWNLEY IS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO WAS RESIDING IN CHILE 
AT THE TIME OF THE DEATH OF CHARLES HORMAN. ON APRIL 27, 

1978, MR. TOWNLEY WAS CHARGED WITH HAVING CONSPIRED TO 

MURDER ORLANDO LETELIER, FORMER CHILEAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
AND AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES. 
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ON THE BASIS OF NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS OF THE INVESTIGATION 
OF THE LETELIER MURDER, IT APPEARS FIRST, THAT MR. TOWNLEY 
WAS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE CHILEAN SECRET POLICE 
(THE DINA). PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT ALSO APPEARS 
THAT WHILE RESIDING IN CHILE, HE WAS A GOOD FRIEND OF 
DEFENDANT FREDERICK PURDY. SEE, "SUSPECT IN BOMB DEATH OF 
LOTELIER (SIC) SAID TO AGREE TO AID U.S. INQUIRY," NEW 
YORK TIMES, 4/28/78, P. AL; "TOWNLEY'S WIFE CLAIMS KEY 
ROLE," WASHINGTON POST, 5/5/78; ANNEXED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART HEREOF EXHIBITS A AND B. 

PLAINTIFFS BELIEVE THAT MR. TOWNLEY MAY HAVE VALUABLE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DEATH OF CHARLES HORMAN WHICH 
HAS NOT BEEN DISCLOSED, AND THEREFORE PLAINTIFFS WISH TO 
TAKE HIS DEPOSITION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. TEXT OF WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE REFERRED TO IS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

SANTIAGO, CHILE - MICHAEL V. TOWNLEY, NOW ACCUSED OF 
HAVING ARRANGED THE 1976 ASSASSINATION OF CHILEAN EXILE 
LEADER ORLANDO LETELIER, MIGHT STILL BE AN UNASSUMING AUTO- 
MECHANIC IN MIAMI HAD HIS WIFE NOT INSISTED THAT THEY 
RETURN TO SANTIAGO IN LATE 1970, SHORTLY AFTER SALVADOR 
ALLENDE'S ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF CHILE. 
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T WAS THE ONE WHO INSISTED THAT WE RETURN," CHILEAN-BORN 
MARIANA CALLEJAS DE TOWNLEY SAID THIS WEEK AS SHE 
SKETCHED THE LIFE SHE AND HER AMERICAN HUSBAND - BEING 
HELD WITHOUT BAIL IN THE UNITED STATES ON A MURDER CHARGE- 
HAVE LED SINCE THEIR MARRIAGE 18 YEARS AGO. 

CALLEIAS FREELY ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IT WAS HER DEVOTION TO 
POLITICAL CAUSES-RANGING FROM ISRAEL, WHERE SHE WORKED 
ON A KIBBUTZ AS A TEENAGER, TO EUGENE MCCARTHY'S ANTI-WAR 
CRUSADE IN 1968 AND EVENTUALLY TO THE OVERTHROW OF ALLENDE'S 
LEFTIST GOVERNMENT IN 1973-THAT FINALLY DREW HER HUSBAND 
TO AN ANTI-ALLENDE RALLY SIX YEARS AGO, WHERE HIS RIGHT- 
WING, ANTI-COMMUNIST VIEWS SUDDENLY FORMED. 

CALLEIAS HAS BEEN THE SOURCE OF MUCH OF WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT 
TOWNLEY. MUCH OF HER INFORMATION-BUT NOT ALL HAS BEEN 
ACCURATE. 

IN HER VIEW, EVERYTHING THAT TOWNLEY HAS DONE IN THE PAST 
SEVERAL YEARS, INCLUDING HIS ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN 
LETELIER'S MURDER, STEMS FROM AN 1972 INCIDENT AT AN ANTI- 
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ALLENDE RALLY. 

WHITE ATTENDING THE RALLY THE COUPLE SAW THREE POLICEMEN 
ATTACK AN OLD MAN. THE OLD MAN FELL TO THE GROUND, SHE 
SAID, AND THEY HELPED HIM UP. THE INCIDENT, SHE ADDED 
WAS THE MOMENT WHEN HER HUSBAND DECIDED "WE HAD TO DO SOME- 
THING." 

BEFORE THE 1973 COUP, CALLEJAS SAID, TOWNLEY SET UP A 
CLANDESTINE RADIO STATION IN A LITTLE CAR THEY OWNED, 
BROADCASTING A NTT- ALLENDE MESSAGES AS THEY DROVE AROUND 
SANTIAGO. 

LATER, HE CARRIED OUT A CLANDESTINE MISSION EOR ANTI- 
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ALLENDE EORCES IN CONCEPCION, A CITY SOUTH OP SANTIAGO, 

WHERE JAMMING DEVICES HAD BEEN INSTALLED TO INTERPERE WITH 
AN ILLEGAL TELEVISION STATION SET UP BY THE RIGHTISTS. AS 
THE RIGHTIST GROUP WORKED TO DESTROY THE PAMMING APPARATUS 
A NIGHT WATCHMAN WAS KILLED, AND ALTHOUGH CALLEJAS SAYS 
HER HUSBAND HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE MAN'S DEATH, TOWNLEY 
WAS PORCED TO PLEE TO ARGENTINA UNTIL APTER THE MILITARY 
OVERTHREW ALLENDE IN SEPTEMBER 1973. 

TOWNLEY, ACCORDING TO THE PICTURE DRAWN BY HIS WIFE, WAS 
NEVER A GOOD STUDENT, PINALLY GETTING A HIGH SCHOOL 
DIPLOMA THROUGH A CORRESPONDENCE COURSE WHILE LIVING WITH 
HIS PARENTS IN CHILE. TOWNLEY'S PATHER WAS HEAD OP PORD 
MOTOR CO. HERE DURING THE LATE 1950S. 

BUT TOWNLEY DID HAVE TALENTS THAT WERE HELPFUL TO ALLENDE'S 
OPPONENTS, ONCE HE DECIDED TO JOIN WITH THEM, AND LATER 
EXTRAORDINARILY USEFUL TO CHILE'S SECRET POLICE FORCE, THE 
OLD DIRECTORATE OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE (DINA), FOR WHOM 
HE WAS WORKING, ACCORDING TO CALLEJAS, WHEN LETELIER WAS 
ASSASSINATED IN 1976. 

FOR ABOUT A YEAR AFTER HE RETURNED FROM ARGENTINA TO 
SANTIAGO, TOWNLEY HAD NOTHING MORE TO DO WITH CHILEAN 
POLITICS, ACCORDING TO HIS WIFE. HE WENT BACK TO HIS JOB 
FIXING AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS AND THE TOWNLEYS ENJOYED A 
VARIED SOCIAL LIFE, INCLUDING SHE SAID, PARTIES AT THE 
HOME OF FREDERICK PURDY, THEN THE U.S. CONSUL IN SANTIAGO, 

WHO GAINED A CERTAIN NOTORIETY AS A RESULT OF CHARGES THAT 
THE CONSULATE FAILED TO HELP A YOUNG AMERICAN FILMMAKER 
WHO WAS PICKED UP SHORTLY AFTER THE 1973 COUP AND MURDERED 
ALLEGEDLY BY CHILEAN POLICE. 
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CALLEIAS CLAIMED NOT TO KNOW WHETHER HER HUSBAND WAS 
INVOLVED IN TAKING LETELIER'S LIFE, BUT, SHE ADDED- 
REEERRING TO THE CHARGE AGAINST HIM IN THE UNITED STATES- 
T DO NOT EXPECT MY HUSBAND TO WALK OUT FREE." 

3PLEASE DETAIL YOUR CONTACTS WITH TOWNLEY SO THAT WE MAY BE 
IN POSITION TO CROSS-EXAMINE TOWNLEY SHOULD HIS TESTIMONY 
DIFEER FROM YOUR MEMORY OF CONTACTS WITH HIM. WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR RESPONSE AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE. 
TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ADDRESSED EYES ONLY FOR L/M FOR COWAN 
AND SHOULD BE CLASSIFIED AT LEAST LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

VANCE 
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